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Lake Ontario’s
Salmon and Trout Fishery
Randy’s Diary Shows
30 Years of Change _




Early Days 1975 to 1985

* A new fishery in a dead lake

Lake condition — algae and lots of alewife
Forced to learn — the lake & the targets
Developed the diary in 1975

Harbour specific techniques, closed
communications — need to travel

Coho was the main fishery and lots of
boats

Blue Zone exploits
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New York State Browns 1978 to 1985

* Focused on browns with light tackle — float rods
with 6lbs test

* Fine tuned techniques — speed lead length boat
control

* Mostly flutter spoons - very slow precise speeds
e Detail on terminal tackle

* Pay attention to structure & Niagara current



Lessons from BC - 1984 & 1988

* Learned cut bait — flashers & xr
mooching

e Extreme depths 290 + currents and
structure

* Tides and moon phases affect bite

* Slow speed — drifting — less than

| Green Embossed Siiver  Green Splatter Glow ‘

1mile / hour A =

g B

* Learned rigger mooching techniques
* BC techniques can be applied here as
they are the same fish




From 1986 to 1994

Stocking priorities changed from Coho to Kings
Locations and technique changed

Water clarity increased - 3’ in 70s to 20’ early 90’s
Introduction of Divers (86) and SlideDivers (93)
Introduction of lead core 1994

Alewife populations noticeably decreasing
Stocking reductions



Next 10 years 1995 to 2005

Zebra mussels having a profound impact
Alewife populations continue to decline
Water clarity now 25"+

Kings becoming more light sensitive

Low light conditions provide best opportunity (time
of day, water conditions, wind and wave etc)

More hunting for kings, due to stocking reductions
Travel necessary to follow the migration pattern



2006 to present

Spiny water fleas — drastic changes in tackle
Water Clarity now 30+

Pelagic forage base continues to decline

2 year old kings now in deep water (very few in
120’ or less)

Very few NY Kings the last few years in Western
Basin

Cold winters cold summers strong winds last 2
vears - No water stability
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A Page From
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June 26, 2010, Oshawa, partly cloudy/calm, surf. temp 58 F.

* 32 pound King landed at 12:09 pm —lure speed 2.7 mph.

* DispsyDiver setting # 3 180 feet back with a Spindoctor
(Green Dot Crush Glow) and A-TOM-MIK Fly (Glow Hammer)

* Fish was hooked at 43 F, down 60 ft over 121 feet of water.



Randy’s Stats for from 1986 — 2015

Trips

Total Fish
Chinook
Steelhd
Other Fish
Fish per trip
Kings/Trip
Steelhd/Trip

1986-89

320
2,338
809
910
619
7.31
2.53
2.84

1990-99

584
4,134
1,082
2,325

727

7.08
1.85
3.98

2000-09

518
3,389
1,606
1,331

452

6.54
3.10
2.57

2010-15

347
2,661
619
1,523
519
7.67
1.78
4.39



Key Findings from 30,000 feet

Randy has changed his approach over the years
Randy is a hunter and moves around the-lake

In the mid 1980’s the focus was on Kings and now it is on
Steelhead.

The diary does not show strategy or what did not work.

Randy and Bill are a little obsessive about their data,
records, lures, etc........
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Randy Scott’s 30 Year Catch Record
Chinook Salmon and Steelhead

2 Fish Caught 100 ft down
Sath in 100 ft of water




Randy Scott 809 Chinook Salmon 1986-89




Randy Scott 809 Chinook Salmon 1986-89 Randy Scott 1082 Chinook Salmon 1990s
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Randy Scott 910 Steelhead 1986 - 89 Randy Scott 2325 Steelhead 1990s

100 200 300 400 500 300 400 500
13 =

YEA AT 5 i T PR TR
100 fo5oia ettt

100 200 300 400 5
S o S O PR -
100 m“# sf'“ % :“; el e

200 [
300
400 |-
500 [~

200 [
300
400 |-
500 [

PopA
A SR R

[ . N ;
i = Pl SIS Tl N




All Chinook Salmon and Steelhead 1980s All Chinook Salmon and Steelhead 1990s
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All Chinook Salmon and Steelhead 2000s All Chinook Salmon and Steelhead 2010-2015
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Deepest Kings &
Best Lures . .

Pumpkinseed Glow
Greenberry Glow
Blueberry Glow
Black Raspberry
e
Bubble Gum
Lipstick




Best Week - All Fish:

1980s 1989 15t week of August
1990s 1993 15t week of August 168

2000s 2009 3 week of August 87
2010s 2011 25tweek of August 110



Best Day - All Fish:

1980s Sept. 17th, 1988 31
1990s Aug. 8", 1993 51
2000s Aug. 11t, 2007 43

2010s Aug. 6t 2011 51



Deepest Kings:

Depth
Lure/Water

1980s  Aug. 8%, 1989  33.75 280/295

1990s Jun. 19", 1991 23 300/380
2000s  Jun. 3", 2009 10 273/284
2010s July, 2014 28.35 330/330



Randy’s Top 10 Ten Steelhead Lures (spoons)

. Primary Colour Secondary Colour

1 North Port - Kaleidoscope  Gold Orange/red or Chartreuse
2 Eppinger Silver Chartreuse / Kelly Green

3 Warrior Silver Orange / Red

4  Mini Predator Kelly Green or Gold sunshine tape or glow tape
5 Fishlander Gold or Glow Watermelon or Easter Egg
7 Northern King Black & white cup Glow Ladderback

8 Nasty Boy Gold Chartreuse

9 Evil Eye Black Silver Lightning Bolt

10 Silver Streak Silver Chartreuse/ Pink
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Randy’s Top 10 Ten Steelhead Lures (spoons)

. Primary Colour Secondary Colour

1 North Port - Kaleidoscope Gold Orange/red or Chartreuse
2 Eppinger Silver Chartreuse / Kelly Green
3 Warrior Silver Orange / Red
4  Mini Predator Kelly Green or Gold sunshine tape or glow tape
5 Fishlander Gold or Glow Watermelon or Easter Egg
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Randy’s Current Top King Lures

SpinDoctor &  SPinDoctor —

A-TOM-MIK Fly * Caramel Dolphin
* Black/Green

Spin Doctor &  White/Green or

MC Rocket Black Dalmatian
ishL

FishLander Ultra-Glow Easter Egg

Spoon

e BoneCrusher Glow

Warrior Spoon #231
* #225 Glow EasterEgg

Fly — T119 Glow Hammer
* T23 Crinkle Green
 T106 “B” Fly

MC Rocket — #69 Pearl
White Glow Dalmatian

Chartreuse/Purple/Green
Fat Jerry (Ludington water melon)

#001 Lemon Ice
Silver with Chartreuse
Tape



Randy’s Current Top King Lures
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Panel Discussion

Randy Scott, B|II Hawklns Jerry Felluca, Al Van Dusen
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